Expression, cellular localization and antibody responses of the African swine fever virus genes B602L and K205R.
Previously, we identified serological immunodeterminants of African swine fever virus (ASFV), including pK205R and pB602L, without homologues in the database. pK205R is expressed as a 33-kD protein from 4 h post-infection onward, initially diffusely distributed throughout cells, and subsequently in viral factories. pK205R was not found in purified virus. Both pK205R and pB602L are recognised by hyperimmune antisera from domestic pigs and bushpigs at late time points after infection, suggesting they may be useful diagnostically to distinguish animals persistently infected with virus.